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D A TA S H E E T

AT A GLANCE

VMware® vFabric™ Data Director enables database-
aware virtualization on VMware vSphere® and 
provides self-service lifecycle management for 
heterogeneous databases, increasing developer 
agility and reducing database costs. vFabric Data 
Director reduces capex through database-aware 
virtualization, increases agility through automated 
lifecycle management, and accelerates application 
development through policy-based self-service. 
Designed for both enterprises and service providers, 
vFabric Data Director empowers administrators to 
securely automate and delegate routine tasks, 
including database provisioning, backup and 
cloning. vFabric Data Director currently supports 
Oracle 10gR2, 11gR2, and VMware vFabric Postgres 
databases, with more databases to be supported 
in the future.

KEy BENEFITS

•	Reduce database hardware and license costs 
through database-aware virtualization on 
VMware vSphere.

•	Increase	agility	through	automated database 
lifecycle management.

• Accelerate application development through  
policy-based self-service.

VMware vFabric Data Director
Database as a Service in Your Cloud 

What is VMware vFabric Data Director?
Enterprises and service providers are rapidly implementing next- 
generation, self-service cloud platforms that enable IT to quickly 
provision virtual machines and other core infrastructure components, 
proving the benefits of cloud computing. Now users want similar 
benefits from the more-complex software solutions that are 
powered by the core infrastructure. Databases are the next frontier 
for virtualization. Database virtualization can address the challenges 
of growing database infrastructure—including long lead times for 
developers, overworked DBAs and excessive operational costs.

VMware vFabric Data Director is a software solution that enables 
you to implement database-aware virtualization on vSphere and 
provide self-service lifecycle management for heterogeneous 
databases. It automates deployment, management and governance 
of thousands of databases and enables policy- based self-service 
database management for application developers. vFabric Data 
Director combines the convenience and ease of use of public cloud 
database services with the enterprise- grade security, flexibility, 
control and compliance required to build your own private and 
hybrid clouds.

How Is vFabric Data Director Used?
Enterprises and service providers use vFabric Data Director as a 
unified platform to implement database-aware virtualization on 
vSphere and provide self-service lifecycle management for 
heterogeneous databases. vFabric Data Director is installed on 
top of vSphere 5.0 Enterprise or Enterprise Plus

What Are the Key Capabilities of vFabric  
Data Director?
vFabric Data Director is a unified virtualization platform for 
managing the lifecycle of heterogeneous databases. vFabric Data 
Director currently supports Oracle 10gR2, 11gR2; and vFabric 
Postgres 9.0, 9.1, a VMware optimized relational database 
based on PostgreSQL.

vFabric Data Director delivers three sets of capabilities:

•	Database-aware	virtualization

•	Automated	lifecycle	management

•	Self-service

VMware vFabric Data Director powers Database-as-a-Service for Your Cloud.
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Self-Service
Database as a service becomes a reality with vFabric Data 
Director—a single platform that helps deliver self-service 
capabilities for diverse database applications: 

•	Self-service	database	provisioning	– Self-service database 
provisioning provides developers with database access in 
minutes while reducing IT operational costs.

•	Self-service	database	management	– Developers need the 
flexibility to perform basic database operations without involving 
DBAs. Using self-service capabilities, developers can perform 
common operations such as cloning, backup, snapshots and point-
in-time restore with just a click.

•	Robust	role-based	access	control	(RBAC)	– RBAC restricts 
system access to authorized users. By assigning granular 
privileges, IT administrators can enable self-service while 
maintaining control and compliance. 

Integrated	Platform	
vFabric Data Director is a unified platform with an integrated 
set of capabilities that enable IT to implement database-aware 
virtualization on vSphere, improve DBA productivity through 
automated lifecycle management, and provide business agility 
through self-service. 

Find	Out	More
For information or to purchase VMware vFabric Data Director,  
call 855 TRY VFABRIC (879 8322) or +1 650 427 3100, visit 
www.vmware.com/vfabric, send email to vfabric@vmware.com,  
or search online for an authorized reseller. For detailed 
specifications and requirements, refer to the product documentation.

Database-aware	Virtualization
By using database virtualization, businesses are achieving cost 
savings and operational benefits through consolidation. Virtualizing 
databases requires a series of steps, and DBAs need to be familiar 
with the virtual infrastructure and operations. vFabric Data Director 
simplifies this process by providing a unified platform with 
integrated capabilities. It enables DBAs to easily virtualize databases 
on the proven vSphere infrastructure:

•	Resource	management	and	isolation – vFabric Data Director 
offers flexible resource management and isolation at the tenant 
and database level, thereby eliminating the “noisy neighbor” 
problem—interference caused by multiple databases sharing 
the same pool of resources.

•	Integrated	template	management – Administrator-controlled 
database templates help to guarantee corporate compliance, 
enforce standardization and enable fast database provisioning.

•	Database	ingestion – DBAs can quickly copy the database from 
a physical server into a virtualized database managed by vFabric 
Data Director, reducing the complexity usually associated with 
migrating a physical database into a virtual environment.

Automated	Lifecycle	Management
vFabric Data Director has a rich set of capabilities that help DBAs 
automate lifecycle management and improve productivity:

•	Powerful	Web-based	management	console – IT operators can 
manage thousands of databases through a single pane, significantly 
reducing management overhead.

•	Database	provisioning	in	minutes – Using database templates, 
vFabric Data Director helps you provision new databases, 
including Oracle, within minutes instead of days.

•	Innovative	cloning	– The average production database uses six 
clones for development and test purposes. The linked database 
clone feature in vFabric Data Director reduces cloning time from 
days or weeks to minutes, regardless of the source database size.

•	Policy	compliance – It is important to ensure that sensitive data is 
not exposed to unauthorized users during copy creation, and to 
destroy each copy on a timely basis to control sprawl and release 
unused resources. With postclone scripts, DBAs can enforce 
procedures such as data masking to ensure compliance, and can 
implement retention policies that enforce deletion of copies.

•	Database-aware	high	availability – vFabric Data Director 
provides single-click high availability for all databases by 
leveraging the underlying vSphere High Availability capabilities.
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